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the tempgrance reform, which had spread a
nost benign influence over our own country,
had reached those distant regions of the
globe; that the New-Zeulander, the Tuahi-
tan and the Sandwich Islunder, looking upon
itoxicating liquor as their worst encmy,
had resolved that they would not bring it to
their lip=: and that, as European and Ameri-
can navieators would introduaee it to their
shores and <ot to the weak and unstable,
cansing a (earlul amonnt o drunkenness,
murder and every evil work, some of the
native woverameots had absolutely  prohibi-
ed all vapoctatom and <alg. Ao ordimanee
to that eileet, your Majesty 1s aware was
cxtibilished by Kamelhameha HE D King ol

the Sandwich Islands, on the 26th of An- |

(1. st 183,
clivimed that,
“Whereas great evils have avisen at these

ln that ordinance it was Pro-

islands in eonsequence of the importation |

ol'ardent spirits and the consequence use

of the same, and whereas native born cit- |

1zens, whether with or without authority are
no longer permitted to engage in the distilla-
tion thereof; and whereas there is abundant
cvidence that the best interests of the mer-
cantile community, as well as of the nation
at large, require the measure, therefore,

“Be it enacted by the King and Chiels of
the Sandwich Islands, in council assembled,
That after the first of January, 1839, the
importation of rum, brandy, gin, alcohol,
and all distilled spirits whatsoever, shall be
eatively prohibited to be landed at any port,
harhor or any other place on the Sandwich
[<lands, and that all wines imported shall
be subject to a duty of one hall” dollar per
aallon.™

This ordinance, it 1s believed, had for s
sole object the preservation of the people
from vice, erine, and utter extermination,
and was designed to act with the strictest
impartiality upon all foreign nations. Its
promulgation gave great satisfaction to the
native population, to foreign residents, to
well principled Claptains of ships; and awa-
kened throughout Christendom the hope that
the work of civilization would go on un-
retarded, and that these Islanders, instead
of being swept away by drunkenness, would
retain an existence among the nations of the
earth.  An intelligent resident, connected
with the foreign shipping at the Islands, ex-
preszed the hope, “that all friends of order
wonld lend their aid in favor of regulations
82 inportant in all their hearings;” and no
less than ten Captains of foreign ships, then
at anchor off Lahaina, addressed a letter to
the government, expressing the'deep interest

they felt in the ordinance, and their high |

approbation of'its details, ¢ We shall herea-
fter,” say they ‘‘feel increased satisfaction
in coming to these Islands to recruit our
ships, and shall feel a greater confidence in
the stability of your government: We shall
take great pleasure in lending our influence,
in support of regulations so salutary to our
own interests, and sq important to the well
being of your Islands.®’

Amid so much that was cheering in rela-
tion to these Islands, we have been filled
with the deepest solicitude in America, on
learning that, on the 17th of July, 1839, a
treaty was imposcd upon Kamchameha 111,
by C. Laplace, the oflicer commanding your
Majesty's frigate L' Avtemise, by which this
ordinance can no longer be enfureed in rela-
tion to brandies and wines imported from
France, We cannot but fear the treaty,
thus imposed, will open again the flood gates
of intemperance on this rescued nation, and
though the ordinance may continne in foree
against other powers, yet throngh the breach
thus made, every species of  intoxicating
drink of the most destructive eharacter, will
be poured upon them by American and Eu-
ropean navigators, producing the most disas-
trous consequences,

We can assure your Majesty that this
article in the treaty has excited deep emo-
tion in the breasts of the philanthropic in the
United States; and that we cannot believe
that your Majesty, il made acquainted with
all the circumstances, will insist upon its
enforcement,-—-We are persunded that the
ordinance of the King and Council is of the
utmost impnl'lnmfn, not nnl_v to the Islanders,
but to the whole commereinl world, so far
ns they are concerned in the navigation of
those seas ;—that while it is required to keep
those feeble peaple from utter exstermination,
its strict enforeement will greatly contribute
to the thrift and enterprise of the Islunders,
and their ability to carry on a valuable comn-
merce with foreign nations, And we can-
not but believe that your Majesty will feel
that all nations are deeply interested in main-
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taining the independent and impartial charac-
ter of those govermnents as they come into
existence, - We shall rejoice to sce the
ordinance most rigidly enforced against our
own countrvinen who may be disposed to
violate it: and our hope is that your Majes-
ty, on a duoe consideration of’ the subject,

will with every other Christinn power, con- their vices with them, and spent their time 'such are the effects, and we must take Ihig
seat 1o its continuance and even treat with | and carnings in scenes of the grossest de- | aud manners as they pass before us, and
bauchery,  Some indeed may  have com=draw inferences from any fancilul theg,
pared il.l vileness and ernme with the iln‘-llum-u-wr powerlully it may appeal 1o ("'l

severity those who wantonly disregand it
Through onr Amcocan Minister at your

Majesty's Court and our personal triend,

Cieneral Casss we beg leave to preseat these |

ot rellections, with the assurnce of our  that thew general tluence tended to pro- melancholy in witnessing the gradual di“i
cduce a favorable change in their ImrlmrmmI pearance of a race of men from the fuce

most profound respeet,
We are your \':liwt.\"s
Obedicnt servants,

Fowarn C. Deravas, )

Turopory FrELiNcuvysen,
Jous Taveas,

Jous W, Leavirr,

Joun T. Norrox,
Cunistian Keeser,

Joux Marsu, See, ’
New-York, U, S. A. March 10th, 1840.
* CAPTAIN ROSS'S EXPEDITION,
| Letters have been received from the An- |
tarctic Expedition, dated St. Helena; the
beginning of February. Licut. Lefroy, of
the Royal Artillery, who is to conduet the
magnetic ohservatory on that island, has|
been landed with his instruments and as-
sistants, and oceupied Napoleon Bonap-
arte’s house at Longwood, which has been
assigned as his residence, and in the neigh-
borhood of which his observatory is to
be built,  From St. Helena, Captain Ross
proceeds to the Cape of GGood Hope, to es-|
tablish Lieutenant Eardley Wilmet, R, N,/
and his party, in a similar observatory,
where corresponding observations are to be|
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: : : h ; the physical world. That the more intel
made during the three years in which the ex- out further reflection we should come to physical ! 1 t J

‘pedition will remain in the southern hemis- |
phere. We understand that, by adopting
proper precautions, the oflicers succeeded
in making magnetic obgervations at sea with |
‘as much precision as on land, the two ships
sometimes telegraphing to each other the
same minute of dip. The importance of
this suecess towards the prosecution of the
ohjects of the voyage will be estimated, when
it is considered how large a portion of the
southern hemisphere is covered by the sea, |
Captain Ross obtained soundings in the mid-
dle of the Atlantiec Ocean, far distant from
any land, with a line of 2,500 fathoms,* he- |
ing far the greatest depth that has ever been |
reached by a sounding line.— London Litera-
ry Gazelle. * Nearly three miles,

- We understand that Captain Ross has re-
‘ceived instructions to proceed to these is-
lands, after his return from his southern ex- |
pedition, for the purpose of ascending Mauna
Loa, to the summit of which he is to take
all the necessary instruments for establishing
an observatory,
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Tur general influence resulting from the
contact of civilization with barbarism has |
been the principal topie of our previous es-
We shall now refer to the past and
present condition of some of the Polynesian
aroups, in order more fully to illustrate our
meaning. At New Zealand, we still find |

SHYS,

the worst features of barbarism, as well as
the greatest advance in civilization of any
of the southern Islands. Many tribes re-
tain their primitive habits, but they are such |
only as are the farthest removed from for-|
cign influence; while those in the vicnity |
of the settlements have not only discontinued |

their savage rites, but have adopted the cus- ' this could spring only from a spirit of repre-

Homs of the whites,  Their wars are far less |
frequent and bloody, cannibalism has very

generally ceased, and their enterprise is now | are numerous, or the intercourse with them

‘directed towards the acquisition of property,

‘The settlers employ them to cultivate their lished, laws and govermments suitable to
the condition of the people, by which 1

lands and as body servants, while many drive
a luerative trade, by supplying the markets
and shipping from the produce of their farms;

as artisans,

of Christianity are recognized, and they are | where prevailed—even though every island
in the Pacific might be densely populated
We allow thut had bet-

about being united under one general goy-
crnment.  Yet New Zealand aflords one ol']

(already shown. The great mass of the peo-

lands, goods and services, were simply acts of

‘of all the changes which result from the sys-

commerce and agriculture flourishing, the
some become sailors; others are i.‘llllllﬂ_\'t‘il.‘.hri""tiu" religion recognized, in short, the
The money which they derive elements of incipient prosperity,  Now per-
from these services is spent for wticles of | mit me to inquire, who would change this
forcign manufacture, The external ﬁ;l‘ll'l:-t.rﬂlu!('lat'lﬁ for that which formerly

by the aborigines,

NESIAN.

the worst pictures of the influence of foreign-
ers; for those who first settled there, were
generally of the most abandoned character;
convicts escaped from New South Wales,

runaways from vessels, and others of equally
unequivoenl caste

' I
vsed savages aronad them, Nevertheless,

associates, is evident from the fact, that men
of better character were  soon allrul'tt-tli
thither, and bringing their families became
denizens of the country, where but a short!
period before it would have been unsafe to/
land.  Many benevolent persons declaim
with much carnestness against the settle-
ment of whites on lands held by savages,
and draw a lamentable picture of the condi-
tion of the native tribes in case of such an
event. They conjure up scenes of past fe-|
licity and innocence, when the children of
the soil, untrammelled by the artificial re-|
straints of civilization, roamed in unrestrain-|
ed freedom over the land, and all was mirth,
and gladuess.  Their readers have presented |
This, |
they contrast with the toil and drudgery of
laboring for the whites, of their entire de-
nationalization, loss of language, and rapid
pussing away from the soil where repose
the bones of their ancestors, . All this pow- |
erfully appeals to our sympathies, and with-

to them a scene of Arcadian bliss,

|
}

the conclusion that the contact of the two |

races brought nothing but misery, discase
and death to the weaker, How far this is|

‘the case, we propose to examine before we

: [
leave the subject, but for the present we
shall confine oursclves to the question of
colonization. That the whites found the |

savages a cruel and sensual race, we have

ple being mere slaves, and always at war
to gratily the base passions of their chiefs,
could have but little attachment to the soil,
and nothing of the spirit of patriotism. Fear,
with them was the most cogent motive, and
almost the only principle which entered into
their government or religion, Any change
would be an improvement, and we find that
after an amicable intercourse has been once
opened with the whites, they are eager
to enter their service, The chiefs would at
first frecly alienate their lands to acquire
foreign luxuries, or the means of adding to
their power, throngh the superior knowledge i

of their visiters, Thus the firgf exchanges of'|

trade, by which both parties were benefitted,
As the whites increased, the chiefs would
naturally become more Jealous, and the
body of the people would reap many henefits
from their intercourse, and lose much of the
debasing subservience, so natural to despot-
s, But it is needless to trace the progress

tem to which we refer,  The effect is simply
this: the natives are benefitted just so much
in proportion as the settlers are superior to
them in virtue and intelligence, A few of
the rulers might regret the days of violence
and tyranny, when their breath was law, but

hensible selfishness. At those islands in the
Pacific at the present day, where whites

has been frequent, we find good order estal.-

!
ae
rights of trade and property are respected,

every

These men brought all

[DEcEMR,

ter causcs “been brought to operate
them, more would have been accomplighy
That much of this revolution hag |},
brought about through force and bloodg,,
That ambition, licentiousness and m'arh:l
have swayed the minds of many, By g

philanthropic desires.  There is someth,

the earth, and in beholding their hearths g
altars occupied by another.  Yet it seep,
the fiat of the Creator, that by death, 4
shall live. By storms and lightning, by
curthquake’s shock the avalanche andall ),
terrible machinery of the Almighty’s am
as well as the constant recurrence of g
sons, the quict growth of vegetation, and 1.
newal of life, the physical world is kep
order for man's abode. Pestilence, war,
famine are no less powerful agents, yyj,
His guidance for the moral world. W
shall question the designs of Providence, o
attempt to improve them? If we but viey
the human race simply us Christianity tea|
es us, as one [amily, and not permit o
sympathics to be confined by boundary lines
treatics, and all the artificial distinetio
which separate men on earth, we shall s
at a glance, that this gradual extinction an
blending of races, follows laws as immut:
ble, as necessary as those which regula

gence, virtue and physical hardihood (b
more power, all will admit, and consequey
Iy the weaker will inevitably succumb toth
stronger,  Death itself is but a result of ti
law, and however much the benevolence:
man might wish it annulled, this law is
tablished by Omnipotence. In no way
this truth more forcibly brought to our p
ception, than in the destinies of nation
Separate the distinction of color and I
guage from our minds and we view thems
as one people, and their gradual mingl
and passing away as a mere succession

generations,  And this is their true sta
Ona certain island we find one portion of i
human family sunk into the lowest depths: ",I
degradation; on another the highest in int ;
lect and advancement. They come in cfflt "
tact. T'hose of the former who are capi\ "
of receiving the cultivation of the latter, (8"
come assimilated to and amalgamate vl
them, and consequently all the power, wei i
and government passes into their han l"
| Those of the latter who are too vile and '.
lolent to improve from the better exun ."
before them, gradually decay, and are s :I

lowed up in the mass of the former. M
soon as the change is completed we have
better and more numerous race of men, o
ilized and enlightencd, to inhabit the islo
where all was heathenisim before,  Shoj
another race, stll superior to this, follo
the same results would ensue, All this
believe to be in strict accordance with'
plan of universal benevolence by which it
world is governed, and that the operaticy

of such causes are as inevitable as they ot
permanent,

FRENCH WHALE FISIIERY IN THE PACIF
"The following article is fiom a Paris paper of Nov. &

Captain Dupetit Thouars, commander’
the Venus frigate, lately returned from ¥
station to the South Seas, for the protect
of the French whale-fishery, has addres
a long report to the Minister of the Man
containing the results of his eaperienee ’
to the actual condition of this fishery, @
the improvements to be introduced it
It is to the i‘u“n\\'ing cflect:

The Captain goes into great detail 184
the equipment of the vessels, which he "}
commends should never go beyond 330"
450 tons, and should be specially constrichs
ed for the purpose, The captains of whal}:
he strongly recommends, should not be ¢
pected to go out in the harpooning bo
but should always remain on hoard !
vessels; and the practice of having two




